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April 2003 
 

April Meeting: Bugs of the World (and the US) 
This month’s presentation is by Jim Klinger, “Jungle Jim’s Bugs of the World.” 
Jim is an expert on everything that “creeps, crawls, bites or stings” . . . he’s an 
avid insect collector whose hobby started at age 5, and eventually turned into a 
career. Jim’s got an extensive collection of some of the largest creepy-crawlies 
in the world: largest spider, largest centipede, largest millipede (12-1/2 inches 
long!!), the largest scorpion; and the list goes on!   

Take a look of his most current collection, many of which we will see LIVE at 
our meeting (from www.junglejimsbugs.com): 

 

There will also be a large display of dry mounted specimens, including 
scorpions, ants, black widow and brown recluse spiders, ticks, moths, 
butterflies, beetles, wasps, praying mantis, and much, much more! If you ever 
wanted to know more about the creatures crawling around your yard, this is 
your chance -- come tell Jim what’s bugging you! 

NULGS Hospitality Room 
Our Natural Urban Living Garden Show will be held June 21 this year. Last 
year the hospitality room was a great success with our vendors and club 
members. Some changes have been made: the room will be set up on the back 
of the stage area. This helps not only in giving us more room for the show, but 
also closes the area off to the general public. 
Again I ask you to dust off the cookbook, check out your favorite deli and 
bakery and help out on show day by bringing a covered dish for either breakfast 
or lunch. We need pastries, fruit, muffins, egg sandwiches (what a great hit last 
year!) and juices for breakfast. The breakfast area will be set up from 8 am until 
10:45, and the lunch area will be set up from 11 am to 2 pm. Lunch items 
needed are: herb tea, lemonade, regular tea, salads, breads, soups, casseroles, 
cold cuts/cheese trays, fruit trays, desserts, etc. 

Please keep in mind that we have club members and/or vendors who could be 
allergic to nut products, so please label items that contain nuts. Vegetarian 
dishes would also be nice to have on the table (please label these also). 

Note: so many people could not believe that the club did the hospitality room 
last year, and that we took time out to say thank you for coming with this small 
act of kindness. It was a big hit!!                                        -- Esther Chambliss 
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World’s Largest: 

Giant Male Goliath Bird Eating Spider (9" Leg Span!) 
Giant Emperor Scorpions (6" Length!) 
Giant Asian Centipedes (11" Length!) 
Giant African Millipedes (12" Length!) 
Giant Pill Bugs (3" Length!) 
Giant Tanzanian Cave Scorpions 
Giant Vinegaroons (4" Length!) 
Giant Cave Cockroaches (4" Length!) 
Giant Flat Rock Scorpions (Longest in the World) 

 
North America’s Largest: 
Arizona Blondi Tarantula (5" Length!) 
Desert Yellow Hairy Scorpions (5" Length!) 
Giant US Desert Millipedes (6" Length!) 
Giant US Desert Centipedes (11" Length!) 
Giant Cecropia Moths 
Chinese Praying Mantis 

Other Live Species: 

Hissing Cockroaches 
Hissing Scorpions 
Bark Scorpions (USA Most 
Venomous Scorpion) 
Red-Legged Millipedes 
Mexican Red Leg Tarantula 
(Longest Lived Tarantula!) 
Curly Hair Tarantula 
Rose Hair Tarantula 
Purple Moon Crabs 
Texas Tan Tarantula 
Neon Blue Centipede 
Blue Legged Centipede 
Beetles 
Crayfish 

Bring the kids . . .
they’ll love it!! 
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Missing Book! 
The library is missing its copy of “The Texas Bug Book” by 
Malcolm Beck and Howard Garrett. Also missing is “Plants 
of the Metroplex.” If anyone has these two books please call 
me at 817-263-9322. The Texas Bug Book was bought with 
money from our plant sale from last year’s show. It would be 
nice if everyone in the club had a chance to see these 
wonderful books. They were checked out at the January 
meeting but the person did not sign the check-out card. If you 
have the books, please bring them to the next meeting or call 
me. Thank you!                                    --  Esther 

 

There’s Something Fishy Going On  
Hello Everyone! The change to organic feed standards for 
organically labeled meat amendment that was put onto the 
Congressional Budget Bill, let me take a breath here, was 
repealed.  So in its stead another change has been proposed 
to the National Organic Standards: to certify fish caught in 
the wild as “organic.” 

The idea was rejected by the National Organic Standards 
Board, which believes that to certify something organic, 
animals and produce must be raised in a controlled setting so 
what they eat and the environment they’re raised in can be 
known. But the politicians are proceeding anyway. 

Of course, the fishing industry is happy. "I am delighted," 
said Zeke Grader, executive director of the Pacific Coast 
Federation of Fishermen's Associations in San Francisco, 
Under the organic standards, he said, "Farmed fish could 
potentially get an organic label but wild fish could not. I 
thought that was haywire."  

Grader doesn't think most wild fish would be able to win 
organic certification -- certainly not fish from the polluted 
Gulf of Mexico, or San Francisco Bay. But he acknowledged 
that under the current rules, testing water and fish might 
allow some to qualify he said. 

For more information, please visit 
http://www.organicconsumers.org/organic/fish031603.cfm 

                                                                       -- Susan Horn 

 

 

Welcome to Our Members 
To give you a little knowledge of who we have in our 
club, there are bee keepers, master gardeners, 
composters, vegetable growers, iris growers, 
environmentalists, horticulturists, and even a person 
who raises turtles. I could go on and on but I know 
you get the picture. If you are new to the world of 
organic gardening let us help you. Ask questions 
before, during, or after our meetings. No question is 
silly since everyone had to start somewhere. That is 
the purpose of this club: to help spread the word 
about gardening without the use of chemicals so we 
can all stay on this earth a little longer. 
The AOGC is fortunate to have 57 great people as 
our club members. To give our club even a better 
view of organic gardening we need your help. In 
March there was a questionnaire presented at the 
meeting where the board asked you about types of 
programs and field trips you’d like to see, along with 
volunteering opportunities for the club (like 
representing our club at area garden shows). If you 
didn’t have a chance at the meeting to fill this out, 
please bring it back at the April meeting or mail it to 
us at P.O. Box 173954, Arlington TX 76003-3954.  
For those of you who could not make the March 
meeting, the questionnaire will be presented again at 
the April one. This is your club, and to help the board 
we need your ideas to keep the blood flowing for the 
next generation of organic gardeners. 
Yes, if you haven’t guessed it by now another one of 
the hats I wear is your club president for the 2003 
garden year. See you at the meetin on April 24! 
   -- Esther Chambliss 

Reminder 
April is membership renewal month. Please 
mail in your dues ($20) or bring them to the 
next meeting! 
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Herb of the Month: Nigella (Nigella Damascena-Nigella Sativa) 
Common names:  Love-in-a-Mist, Devil-in-a-Brush, fennel flower, and wild fennel) 

This herb belongs to the Ranunculae family (buttercup family).  Even though its leaves resemble those of fennel, 
it’s not a relative.  It is a hardy annual herb and was first documented in English gardens in 1570.  Allegedly it 
originated in Damascus, Syria as its Latin name suggests.  It grows wild in southern Europe and northern Africa.  

Nigella traces its name to niger, meaning black, and refers to the black seeds, the 
commonly-used part of the plant.  The seed is commonly added to rye breads, 
pastries, vegetable dishes, and spice blends. When chewed or crushed, the seeds 
have a scent lightly reminding one of oregano. 

 The herb comes in many sizes ranging from the Shorty Blue (6-8”) to Miss Jekyll 
(18-30”) named after Gertrude Jekyll, a British garden designer from the 1900s.  
The various heights make them ideal for different locations in the garden.  The 
flower colors available are:  shades of blues, pink, purple, and white, with the 
flowers typically 1.5" across.  If grown in the shade, the colors will be more 

pastel.  The more intense colors will appear in partial shade.  Some, such as the Oxford Blue, require full sun. 

Propagation of the herb is by sprinkling the 1/8" long tear-drop shaped seeds over prepared beds.  Then press the 
seeds into the soil.  The seeds germinate between 65 and 75 degrees.  Sow early in the spring or fall then thin 
them to 12" apart.  They can be transplanted but won't grow as vigorously. 

The seeds can be started indoors early in spring in pots under plant lights.  The Nigella can be transplanted in 
May once two sets of true leaves are visible.  Do not deadhead all the flowers so that it can provide next year's 
seeds.  Harvest the seed pods when firm but before they burst. 

Medicinal uses for Nigella Sativa are:  bronchial troubles, hemorrhoids, and to control problems with the female 
reproductive system.   

Medicinal uses for Nigella Damascena are:  as an expectorant and snuff. 

          – Esther Chambliss 

 

Pavers for 
The Fielder House 
 The Arlington Council of Garden 
Clubs (of which AOGC is a 
member) is selling Paver Stones 
that will go in the front yard at 
The Fielder House in the 
walkway. This is the Council’s 
fund raiser to enhance the 
landscape at The Fielder House 
(raise the canopy, do signage to 
identify the plants, install lighting 
to enhance the landscaping).  For 
a $35 donation, you can have one 
of these pavers engraved with up 
to three lines of text.  

For more information, please 
contact Emma Sheard at 
817-275-3320 or 
emmasbloomers@cs.com.



Arlington Organic Garden Club             - 4 - January 2005 

  The Ladybug’s To-Do List:  
 
1. See Beautiful Irises 
At the March meeting, Patsy Rosen announced that her irises would be at their peak from Easter Sunday all throughout this  
week. . . she’d love to share the spectacle with any club members who want to stop by and enjoy them. Patsy can be 
reached at 817-860-9559 if you are interested in touring her garden. 

 
2. Attend a Flower Show 

39th Annual Standard Flower Show  
The Fielder Blooms Again  
Friday, April 25th, Noon to 4:00PM 

Saturday, April 26th, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00PM 

Speakers on Saturday will include: 
10:00am    Sam Perez, Vegetable Gardening, Organically 

1:00pm   Emma Sheard, Horticulturist, Creating a Sustainable Landscape 
3:00pm   Scottie Smith, English Gardens and their History 

Vendors will be selling (Saturday Only) 
ANNUALS!  PERENNIALS!  HERBS!  HOUSEPLANTS! 

cleaners, herbal soaps, lotions, candles, baskets, birdhouses, feeders, pottery, linens, dishes, books, jewelry, 
woodwork, trellises, archways, planters, birdbaths, throws, compost, cookbooks, gift baskets, appliquéd apparel, 

memorial bricks, and much more 
      

The Fielder House, 1616 West Abram 
Arlington, Texas (817) 460-4001 

www.fielderhouse.org 

3. Tandy Hills Prairie Wildflower Tours – Suzanne Tuttle 
It's time for the annual wildflower tours at Tandy Hills Park!  This year's dates are Saturday afternoon, April 26 and 
Sunday afternoon, April 27 from 1-5 p.m.  The tours, which are free and open to the public, will begin every hour on the 
hour starting at 1:00, with the last tour group leaving at 4:00.  The tours take place at Tandy Hills Park, 3400 View Street. 

Tandy Hills was set aside as an indigenous, natural area to conserve a 105-acre piece of remnant Fort Worth prairie.  Noted 
for its unusually complete collection of prairie plants, it contains a multitude of plant species on a piece of untouched 
prairie that demonstrates what the Great Plains once looked like.  This area has been deemed a Conservation District by the 
City of Fort Worth and is the second largest such conservation area in Texas.   

Each year the show of wildflowers in the park is unsurpassed anywhere else in the Metroplex.  Past botanical surveys have 
found an impressive plant diversity of over 300 species within the confines of the park, and species new to the list are still 
being added.  You'll be able to view countless wildflowers and native Texas prairie plants, including a post oak forest and 
blue-stemmed grasses.  Bountiful wildflowers are colorfully apparent and include pink stork's-bill geraniums, white 
shepherd's purse, purple paintbrush, yellow Englemann daisies, and lavender verbenas and foxgloves.  The cool, rainy 
weather we’ve had should give us a bumper crop of wildflowers. 

This year's tour guides include L. Wayne Clark, Director of the Fort Worth Nature Center; Suzanne Tuttle, Natural 
Resource Manager for the Nature Center and Tandy Hills; and Dr. Bruce Benz, Assistant Professor of Biology at 
Texas Wesleyan University.  We invite you to join us for a walk in the park in April!  And please, invite your family, 
friends, and neighbors!  We will cover some rocky terrain, but it's well worth the trip. Be sure to wear comfortable clothes 
and appropriate footwear. 

4. Mark Your Calendar for More Great Gardening Stuff Coming Up . . .  
Don’t forget about the Secret Gardens of Ryan Place tour on May 17 (details were in last month’s newsletter), for more info 
see www.historicryanplace.org. Also, the Organic Garden Club of Ft. Worth will have their annual pilgrimage to Sam 
Perez’s vegetable garden and plant sale on Saturday, June 7 (Sam was our speaker last month). AOGC members who went 
last year raved about it! 

There’s just NO WAY 
you can be bored this 

weekend! 
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Web Party: 
Thanks to all who participated in our first Web party on April 
13 – Dave, Cheryn, Diane, Jack, Debbie, Robbie, and Joe! We 
got some things accomplished and ate ‘til we were stuffed 
(seems to be an unwritten club policy: don’t ask for volunteers 
unless you’re willing to feed them!). 

Due to some unplanned events and last-minute 
schedule changes, several people who 
expressed interest were unable to attend, and 
Doug and I have been asked if we’re willing to 
schedule another one. The answer is “Yes!” 

I’m not sure if a Sunday afternoon is the “best” time for 
everyone, or if there is another day that would work better. 
Let’s discuss it at Thursday’s meeting and set a date. 

                                                                      -- Angie Brown 
 
Texas and Alaska???? 
Did you know that the AOGC has supporters from as far away 
as Alaska?? It’s true! 
Marion Owen is editor of the newsletter UpBeet Gardener – 
formerly a quarterly print newsletter but now available by email 
every month. She’s also the creator of PlanTea, an easy to use 
organic plant food, and co-author of Chicken Soup for the 
Gardener’s Soul. After eight years as a merchant marine officer 
she turned her focus toward the land, becoming a Master 
Gardener and an avid organic enthusiast. 
Marion has provided us with raffle prizes for our Natural Urban 
Living Garden Show for several years now, and for that we say 
“Thanks!!!” 
You can sign up for her newsletter at www.plantea.com – the 
site has lots of good organic gardening information, 
photography tips, and recipes. Stop by and say hi! 
 
 

Sites of Interest: 

Check out these websites to keep abreast of 
organics and environmental issues in the 
news (thanks to Susan Horn for finding 
them): 
Pesticide Action Network – www.panna.org 
Environmental Working Group – 
         www.ewg.org 
Organic Consumers Association –     
         www.organicconsumers.org 
Co-op America – www.coopamerica.org 
US Geological Survey Texas – tx.usgs.gov 
         and tx.waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/qw  

Also, don’t forget the search engines: they’re 
an invaluable resource for finding out more 
about environmental and organic subject 
matter – one trip to www.google.com with 
some well-chosen search terms will reveal a 
plethora of results. 
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Next meeting. . .  

Thursday, April 24 
Speaker: Jim Klinger 
Subject: Bugs of the World 
 
Club Information 
Membership dues: $20/year (individual or family) – membership year begins in April. 
Join/renew at any meeting, or send check to return address above. 
Meetings  are last Thursday of the month (January – October) 
§ Doors open at 7 p.m. for refreshments , meeting begins at 7:30 
§ Open to the public unless meeting is designated “members only”  
§ Awesome raffle prizes are donated by Redenta’s Garden and by Rabbit Hill Farm! 
§ Meeting Location: The Garden Room, Bob Duncan Community Center, 2800 South Center Street (Vandergriff Park) 
If you would like to serve on the AOGC board, please contact any of the current board members, or send email to board@aogc.org 
Newsletter deadline:Third Thursday of each month 
Please send newsletter submissions to Angie Brown, angie@aogc.org, (817) 795-3300. 

When one tugs at a single thing in nature, he finds it attached to the rest of the world. 
 - John Muir, Naturalist -  

 

Don’t forget: Membership 
dues are due in April! Please 
mail in your check to the 
address above, or pay at the 
meeting. Thanks! 


